NORTHERN BEACHES
COUNCIL

northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au

28 March 2017

Planning Legislation Updates 2017

NSW Department of Planning and Environment

GPO Box 39

SYDNEY NSW 2001 Our Ref: 2017/048075

Dear Sir/Madam

Submission on draft Environmental Planning & Assessment Amendment Bill
2017

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Environmental Planning &
Assessment Amendment Bill 2017, and for granting Council an extension of time to
respond.

The proposed amendments provide a great opportunity to improve the NSW planning
system. Northern Beaches Council (Council) supports the majority of the proposed
amendments, and in particular:

Increased community participation requirements.

Local planning panels.

Enhancing the role of the NSW planning portal.

Measures to ensure that Local Environmental Plans and State Environmental

Planning Policies are kept up to date.

A standardised format for development control plans.

The concept of local strategic planning statements.

New thresholds for regionally significant development.

Constraints on the use of section 96 applications.

Proposals to prohibit private certifiers from issuing certain kinds of compliance

certificates.

e Increased power for Councils and the Courts to enforce compliance with
complying development certificates and construction certificates.

e Proposals to review the infrastructure contributions system.

However, Council remains concerned about a number of aspects of the proposals,
including:

e Many of the detailed requirements will be in Regulations, which are not
currently available for public comment.

e The absence of additional funding to assist Councils in implementing the
reforms.
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¢ The removal of references to threatened species in the objects of the EP&A
Act.

e The 14 day mandatory public notification period for all development
applications.

e The additional administrative burden of preparing reasons for decisions on
development applications separate from standard council reports and
development determination notices.

e The apparent onus on Council to upload development consents and approved
plans to the NSW planning portal before to make them operational.

» Increasing the power of the Secretary of the Department of Planning &
Environment to give advice, concurrence, or approval on behalf of another state
agency if there are delays or conflicts in providing advice to Council on planning
functions.

s The three month time limit to challenge the validity of a Complying Development
Certificate.

e Allowing deferred commencement conditions, special infrastructure
contributions and voluntary planning agreements in conjunction with Complying
Development Certificates.

¢ Allowing persons other than accredited certifiers to issue compliance
certificates for aspects of building work.

Please find attached Council’s detailed comments on the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Amendment Bill 2017.

We eagerly await the opportunity to review the draft Regulations that will accompany
the Bill.

Should you have any enquiries in relation to Council’'s submission, please contact

Maxine Szeto, Senior Strategic Planner on (02) 9942 2932 who will be happy to assist.

Yours faithfully

.

David Kerr
Executive Manager Strategic Land-Use Planning

Northern Beaches Council
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